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Play it safe – keep your distance

Branch events are cancelled until further notice
Branch rooms are open; Saturday 10 to noon

LEVEL 2 New Zealand is currently at Alert Level 2.
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access is off the Whiteley Street car park
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2020 Branch AGM
The branch AGM will be held on 7 July 2020.
The  formal  notice  of  meeting  will  be
distributed  to  members  with  this  newsletter,
with notice of motion about a rules change.

Documents  for  the  AGM  (such  as  financial
report and minutes of the 2019 AGM) will be
distributed with the July newsletter.

Nominations  are  open  for  committee
members. Please have a think about how you
can  help  your  branch.  Several  committee
members are standing down and new people
with fresh new ideas are most welcome to our
committee. Please help!

Next meeting: 7:30pm Tues 7 July 2020

Branch Activities
Now that we are at level 2, branch meetings
can be held with some conditions.  The next
meeting will be on 7 July. This will have a talk
by Jim Tucker, as well as being our AGM.

The  branch  rooms  are  open  on  Saturday
mornings, 10am to noon.

http://www.genealogy.org.nz/
http://www.genealogynp.com/
mailto:newplymouth@genealogy.org.nz


Convenor’s Report

Our branch committee met recently and decided
that under the current COVID19 level rules we
can re-commence our monthly branch meetings
and  our  first  one  will  be  the  Annual  General
Meeting to be held on 7 July 2020. Members will
receive the formal notice of this meeting with this
newsletter.

I would like to sincerely thank those members of
our  current  branch  committee  who  have
indicated that they will be standing down at the
AGM for the time and effort that they have given
up to ensure the smooth running of our branch.

You will be pleased to know that Gail Tanner has
agreed to be nominated for the convenor’s role
and  Sharon  Guthrie  has  agreed  to  join  our
committee,  but  with  five  of  our  existing
committee members standing down we will need
some more people to join the committee if  we
are going to continue with the high standard of
service that our branch has achieved over recent
years.

So please consider giving something back to our
branch and put  your  name forward to join our
committee by either letting Gail or myself know.

CDROM Computer:

When our branch purchased the two computers,
a few years ago, we found that the majority of
our genealogy research CDROMs could not be
installed on the new computers, due to Windows
10 refusing to install older programmes.

You may recall that the data hard drive in our old
computer failed, causing the computer to refuse
to boot  up,  so I  have removed the failed hard
drive and all  the unwanted programs from that
computer,  and  de-fragmented  the  remaining
hard drive.

Lea is in the process of checking the genealogy
research  CDROMs that  were  already  installed
and  re  installing  those  CDROMs  that  were
installed on the failed hard drive.

This process will take a while and we will update
the CDROM instructions in the CDROM booklet
as this work progresses.

Bruce Bellini

Branch Convenor

Next meeting: 7 July 2020

At our next branch meeting, local historian and
journalist  Jim  Tucker  will  talk  about  his
newspaper  column.  Jim  and  his  wife  Lyn  will
talk about the family books that they compile for
people.  You can check out more of Jim’s work
on his website.

jimtucker.media

What did you do in the lock down?

In last month’s newsletter I wrote of the letters
my father wrote to my mother which I had gone
through during lock down. However that is not
all  I  had  been  sitting  on  for  34  years.  There
were things I had in boxes and a suitcase. This
time I will mention a few other things.

The first  was a letter  mum had received from
her employer (a partner in an accounting firm)
who was also serving overseas when my father
was.  I  felt  the  letter  belonged  to  the  writer’s
family so I tracked them done and returned the
letter. They were very grateful. I did transcribe
the  letter  before  I  gave  it  away  and  a  very
interesting paragraph was: 

“You know I place a large amount of confidence
in you. I see by your remarks in your letters that
you are doing your utmost. I think your salary is
not  so bad for a girl  (or  should I  say married
woman).”

Oh dear, he wouldn’t want to say that in this day
and age!

The  next  thing  was  a  reminder  that  New
Zealand  did  have  petrol  rationing  during  and
after WWII. My dad (Keith Roberts) returned to
New  Zealand  on  21  April  1945  after  being
overseas for 4 years and 15 days. Mum already
had a car. It was a Singer that she bought for
100 pounds on 8 February 1942. Dad being a
self-employed builder would, I guess, be using
this in his business.

Petrol rationing was the first dent in civilian life
made  by  the  war.  With  one  short  break  it
continued from 5 September 1939 until 1 June
1946. It was re-introduced 17 months later and
not finally abolished until 31 May 1950.

Look like car owners had to apply for petrol  and
in  this  letter  dated 6th September  1945 Mr K
Roberts was allocated 5 gallons a month  (that’s

New Plymouth branch of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists, Inc www.genealogy.org.nz
Page 2

http://www.genealogy.org.nz/
https://jimtucker.media/


all of 18 litres and how long would that last us
these days???)

Then later K Roberts was granted 6 gallons a
month.

Later on Keith needed some new tires for his
car. Could he just pop out and buy them like we
do? Oh no, he needed a permit to do that too.

I  think it  is  interesting in that my mother (Ella
Margaret Roberts nee Way) bought both the car
and the section while dad was overseas but put
them both in dad’s name – I guess that’s how it
was in those days.

Anyway, this was another interesting insight into
life in the 1940s.

Lea Bellini

May 2020
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Library Roster: June - July

Saturday 10 am to 12 noon

Sat 30 Annette Larsen

Sat 6 Graham Cowling

Sat 13 Neville Richards

Sat 20 Bruce & Lea Bellini

Sat 27 Jill Jackson

Sat 4 Jackie Sewell

Sat 11 Neville Richards

Sat 18 Bruce & Lea Bellini

Sat 25 Annette Larsen

For those new to  genealogy  and/or  want  help
knocking  down  those  brick  walls,  this  is  an
excellent  time  and  place  to  have  our  experts
help  you.  Our  helpers  can  show  you  what  is
available  in  the  library  and  how  to  go  about
finding what you are looking for.

Our  branch  rooms  are  open  on  Saturday
mornings, 10am to noon. Please observe these
COVID-19 rules.

• Please don’t come to the rooms if you have
any symptoms (dry cough,  short  of  breath,
fever, recent overseas travel).

• Wash  your  hands  and  any  surfaces  you
touch.

• No  more  than  ten  people  in  the  rooms  at
once.

• Keep 1m distance from others.

• Bring your own pen, paper, laptop, etc.

• Ensure  your  name  is  recorded  in  the
attendance book.

Internet Connection

The internet connection for our branch rooms is
generously sponsored by Primowireless.

Based  right  here  in  Taranaki,  Primowireless
provides internet connections and ISP services
for residential and business customers. As well
as  the  usual  ADSL  and  fibre  connections,
Primowireless also provides broadband internet
over a wireless link for customers who are not in
an area served by the other  types of  internet.
This is just great for people who live outside the
main centres.

Please  consider  Primowireless  for  your  ISP.
Ring them on 0800 123 774 or visit the website:

primowireless.co.nz

Library News

Magazines received;

Genealogist (April)

Newsletters received;

Canterbury, Feilding, Gore, Hutt Valley, Nelson,
Otaki,  Palmerston  North,  Papamoa,  South
Waikato, Wellington

If  you would like an email  copy of  newsletters
from  another  branch,  please  contact  Peter
Hewett.  Many  of  the  newsletters  are  also
available from the NZSG website.

www.genealogy.org.nz/branches--area-contacts_55

Newsletter

If you have any comments or suggestions for
the newsletter, please contact Peter Hewett
at peter.hewett@gmail.com.
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