NZSG

Number 270

Branch Library:

Opening Hours:  Monday: 10am to 3pm

New Plymouth
Branch Newsletter

August 2013

Open free to members. A small charge to visitors.

Wednesday: 12 noon to 3pm
Saturday: 10am to 12 noon (not open 24 August, due to regional meeting)

Family History Month

August 2013 is Family History Month

FAMILY
HISTORY

IS COOL

PASS
IT ON

www. genealogy.org.nz

Our branch research day will be on from
10am to 2pm on Saturday 31 August 2013.
This is intended for our newer members and
anyone seeking hints and ideas on research.

familyhistorymonth.org.nz

Next meeting: 7:30 pm Tuesday 6 Aug 2013

Photobook

The digital revolution has for some time
allowed for the production of commercial
quality photograph books that can be ordered
online. Many of you have also seen examples
that are available at reduced prices via various
Grab-one vouchers.

The Photobook software can be freely
downloaded and the self-produced digital file
then sent to the company concerned for
production in a number of varying styles.

Demonstration will show some of the attributes
and alternative formats that can be produced.
A couple of finished examples will be provided
for people to look at but if anybody else has
had one produced please do not hesitate to
bring along. The talk will also explain some of
the costs involved.

Of particular value to genealogists is example
that will be provided on how your family history
can be produced in this way particularly if it

has a strong pictorial element.
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Last Meeting: Brickwalls

The branch meeting on 2 July was a brickwalls
evening, run as a question & answer /
discussion session. The idea was for people to
discuss their research questions or difficulty
finding some particular piece of information, so
that others could suggest solutions.

A wide range of topics were covered. These
included;

» the outreach website for Irish research

» shipping records and passenger lists

*  WW2 RNZAF records

* the new Family Search website

* English military records in India

Remember, we have a lot of experience and
knowledge among branch members, so if you
have a puzzle or question, speak up!

Convenor's Report

Well another month has gone, it will soon be
Christmas time again.

Well Judy and | are representing the Branch at
the Family History Fair in Auckland which is
being held at the Vodafone Events Centre in
Manukau, Auckland on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday 2-4 August.

Last month we had Brick Walls & Research night
which went well. This month we have Charles
Le Breton demonstrating his photo programme.
I'm sorry | won't be home to hear it. We will be
in Auckland until late Tuesday.

We have the Oamaru Cemetery CD on No. 1
computer now, but we are still waiting on our
WW!1 Servicemen lists on CD.

On 24 August we are hosting the Regional
Meeting starting 10am. You are all welcome to
come and hear what is going with Taranaki
branches and also the NZSG. Please bring a
plate of food to share for lunch.

There are still a lot of members who have not yet
paid. The renewal form is on the website, but
Judy also sent out a reminder along with the
form by email to those who had not paid a
fortnight ago.

John Berntsen
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September Meeting:

We have two speakers lined up for the
September branch meeting. Karen Crowe will
talk about the 2013 Family History Fair, and
Margaret Gregory will cover some of her
research.

WHITCOMBE Family

Cheryl Carnahan of the Nelson branch is
seeking any information on the family of Herbert
Winnal Whitcombe. She is interested in his wife
Eva Mary Whitcombe nee Livesey who was a
WW1 nurse. A small group of Nelson
genealogists is researching any WW1 nurses
with a connection to Nelson for an exhibition
next year at our Nelson museum to
commemorate 100 since the start of WW1.

Eva died in New Plymouth 1966 aged 84 and is
buried in the Garden of Remembrance in New
Plymouth.

Cheryl was wondering if there was an obituary
for Eva published in the local paper, but she
doesn't think her husband was connected to the
Whitcombe and Tombs family.

If you have any information, please contact
Cheryl Carnahan email: carnahan@kinect.co.nz

Online access to UK National Archives

Access to the UK National Archives is now

available as part of your NZSG membership.

* Log on to the NZSG website.

* Hover over the Members Area menu.

* Click on Discovery in the drop-down menu

* Click on Connect to Discovery. This will
open a new window.

* Enter your membership number in the
Barcode Number field and click the Validate
barcode button.

* On the Discover our collections page, select
the Online collections tab and search by
keyword in the search bar or in any of the
collection options below it Further
instructions are available on the NZSG
website Discovery page, and will be included
in the August issue of The New Zealand

Genealogist.
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New Members

The branch extends a warm welcome to our new
members; Peter Keegan, Elayne Kessler, Bill
Butterworth, Sandra Spence, Kim Skelton, Chris
Macdonald.

Library Books

Many of the branch library books are available
for loan to members. The normal loan period is
one month.

Please be sure to put your phone number on the
card when borrowing a book. Sometimes this is
left off, and it makes it hard for us to locate the
books.

Ship Wrecks

If like me, you had family serving in the navy in
WW?2, and their ships were sunk, the web site
www.wrecksite.eu is a good one to suss out
exactly when and where it happened.

My first cousin, once removed, Captain James
McCrone had his cargo ship SS Berwickshire
torpedoed 20 August 1944 east of Durban.
Even the German submarine, U-861 is named.
The ship was carrying 6,000 tons of cargo, plus
a deck cargo of 70 tons of high octane motor
spirit in drums, but miraculously, the ship never
blew up. James was among the 94 survivors.

The site is easily searched alphabetically. The
ship is also pictured and there are good coloured
maps of the general area, plus the exact
location.

Ailsa McCrone

Taranaki Regional Meeting

The next regional meeting will be held at the
New Plymouth branch rooms, at 10:00 am on
Saturday 24 August 2013. Morning tea is
beforehand at 9:30 am.

Branch members are welcome to attend.
Please bring a plate for a shared lunch.
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Empty Printer Cartridges

Please bring your empty printer cartridges in to
the branch rooms. These can be either ink jet or
laser cartridges, but we can only use HP or
Canon types of cartridges.

These will be recycled to
generate some income for the
branch.

Slide / Negative Scanner

The branch negative / slide
scanner is available for hire to
members for use at home. The
cost is $5 a week for up to two
weeks.

To hire (or book) this scanner,
please contact the person on
duty at the rooms during normal
opening hours.

Library News

Magazines received;
Your Family History (Aug)
Family Tree (Aug)
Memories (Aug / Sept)

Newsletters received:;

Blenheim, Canterbury, Hawkes Bay, Hutt
Valley, Inglewood, Nelson, Palmerston North,
Riccarton, Wairarapa, Wellington, Whakatane

Newsletter

If you have any comments or suggestions for
the newsletter, please contact Peter Hewett
at peter.hewett@gmail.com.
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Using the NZSG remote film viewer from FRC

Quite few people have asked me about my experience with using the remote film viewer from the
FRC in Auckland to view LDS films. 1 recently ordered in a film of parish registers from Family
Search to view. The FRC people did the ordering for me after | filled in an order form from their
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" The details for ordering
films and viewing them
are on the NZSG
website (www.genealogy.org.nz). A suggestion has been made that this could be something it
would be helpful do as a group.
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Hope this helps
Janice Goldsworthy
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