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Branch Library: Open free to members.  A small charge to visitors.
Opening Hours: Monday: 10am to 3pm

Wednesday: 12 noon to 3pm
Saturday: 10am to 12 noon

Convenor: John Berntsen 753 9188
Secretary: Fay Eaton 751 1045
Treasurer: Neville Richards

Committee: Judy Berntsen
Margaret Gregory
Charles Le Breton
Ailsa McCrone
Bev Mulqueen

New Plymouth Branch
PO Box 429

New Plymouth 4340

Meetings: 7:30 pm, first Tuesday each month
at branch rooms, Moturoa Shopping Centre
access off Whiteley Street carpark

Email: newplymouth@genealogy.org.nz
Website: www.genealogynp.com
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Next meeting: 7:30 pm Tuesday 3 Feb 2015

Merry Christmas
The  branch  committee
would  like  to  wish  all
members  and  their
families  a  very  Merry
Christmas  and  all  the
very best for 2015!

Please note that there is no branch meeting in
December.

The  next  branch  meeting  will  be  held  at
7:30 pm on Tuesday 3 February 2015.

Christmas / New Year
Break

The  branch  rooms  will  be  closed  over  the
Christmas / New Year period.

Last day for 2014: Saturday 13 December

First day for 2015: Monday 19 January

.
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Last Event: Hooked on Genealogy Tour

At  the  November  branch  meeting,  Sharyn
Guthrie  and  Karen  Crowe  talked  about  their
recent genealogy tour to USA and UK.

Sharyn and Karen were on the 2014 Hooked on
Genealogy Tour run by Jan Gow.  These tours
have run since 1992 and specialise on visiting
some of  the  best  family  history  places  in  the
world.  Jan is a world renowned genealogist, and
provides personal guidance and assistance with
research before and during the tour.

They  spent  three  weeks  at  Salt  Lake  City,
researching  at  the  LDS  family  history  centre
there.  This is probably the biggest family history
research centre in the world, and a great place
to do your research.

The tour also included 10 days each in London
and Edinburgh, visiting various places that hold
historical records useful for genealogy research.

Summer timetable

The  branch  will  be  taking  a  break  over  the
Christmas / New Year period.  The branch rooms
will be closed for this period.

Last day 2014 Saturday 13 Dec

First day 2015 Monday 19 Jan

The  first  branch  meeting  for  2015  will  be  on
Tuesday, 3 February 2015. David Harop will talk
about  writing  his  book  about  the  Wanganui
Maxwells.

Branch Christmas Dinner

The  branch  Christmas  dinner  will  be  held  at
6:00 pm on Tuesday 9 December 2014. This will
be at the Fitzroy Golf Club, Record Street.

Convenor's Report

Well  this  is  my  last  Convenor’s  report  for  the
year.  Another  month  over  and  only  one  more
month to go and it is Christmas. Where has the
time gone to.

All  those who came last  month  to  our  branch
meeting,  I  hope  you  all  enjoyed  the  talk  by
Sharyn and Karen.  I  would love to go back to
Salt Lake again but I don’t have the cash.

Our  next  function  is  the  Xmas  dinner  on  9
December at the Fitzroy Golf Club. If you would
like to go, it is not too late to book and pay for a
table = $27 per person. All the other years the
food has been very good.

The  Christmas  cake  raffle  was  drawn  at  the
November  meeting.   Thank  you  to  Neville  for
donating  the  cake,  and  congratulations  to
Annette for winning the raffle!

And thank you to everyone who donated items
for the Christmas hamper raffle.   There will  be
three hampers drawn at the Christmas dinner.

Over  the  Xmas  period,  I  hope  you  do  more
research  and  knock  down  those  brick  walls
which have worried you this year. If any of you
have a subscription to Find My Past and have
not as yet used their newspaper site, it  is well
worth looking into. I just put in a Surname and
the area and lots come up. The same went for
Judy, she did the same and got lots of hits.

Well that is all for 2014 and I and the Committee
hope  you  all  have  a  Happy  Christmas  and
Prosperous New Year.

See you all in February 2015.

John Berntsen
Convenor

Honeyfield Property 1860s

If anyone has any information in respect of the
location  of  property  owned  by  the  Honeyfield
family in New Plymouth from the 1860s onward,
please contact me. A descendant has requested
this for a family reunion early next year.  Thanks.

Lea Bellini

bbellini@clear.net.nz 

Unidentified Photo
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Are you able to identify the people in this photo?
It  was found in a box of family photos in New
Plymouth.  If so, please contact Judy Berntsen.

Adams Family

This information was provided by Sandy Castle,
relating  to  the  Adams  family  of  the  New
Plymouth area in the mid 19th century.

My great great grandfather John Joseph Adams born
Ennis  Clare  Ireland  c.1830  joined  the  70th  Surrey
Regiment of foot 1847 aged 17yrs. He was a corporal
Regiment number 2603. Served 2yrs in Ireland, 12 in
India  and  came  to  NZ  1861  with  the  regiment  to
assist  in the Maori wars. He was discharged to NZ
1865. Somewhere along the way he married my great
great grandmother Catherine Griffin aka Kate. As yet
I  have  no  idea  where.  My  great  grandfather  John
Joseph Adams(jnr) was born 31.12.1869 Omata New
Plymouth  and  his  birth  is  registered  in  NZ.  The
informant  to  his  birth  was his  Mum Catherine  aka
Kate Adams (nee Griffin). She's also recorded on his
marriage  and  death  regos.  In  1871  the  Taranaki
Herald  recorded  a  assault  by  John  Adams  on  his
cripple  wife  Catherine.  It  also  records  the  word
"children" as in their chn so plural...isn't the PP site
great. JJ Adams (snr) living at Mt Edgecumbe St died
of consumption 30.10.1872 unknown burial plot in Te
Henui.  Two  years  later  Catherine  Adams  married
Florence Kelly 1874.  He was of the  57th regiment
and was awarded a medal for bravery in the Wairau
massacre. Now this man sent me on a different path.
The Taranaki Herald 17.2.1875 and 3.3.1875 records
the  trial  of  FK  for  indecently  assaulting  his  step-
daughter  …  one  Mary  Adams.  I  am  reasonably
confident she is a sibling of my family. Neither she
nor Charles (if he belongs to me) are on the NZ birth
index.  Sadly  one  month  after  F  Kelly  was  sent  to
prison  for  2years  for  his  crime,  my  great  great
grandmother  Catherine  Kelly  /  Adams  /  Griffin
recorded as a cripple of years died at the provincial

hospital  Taranaki  10.4.1875,  unknown  burial  Te
Henui urupa.

Franklin Family History Open Day

Saturday 14 February 2015

Fourteen different  repositories  will  be open on
that day, from 9am to 3pm, offering an amazing
range of resources, displays and activities.

Franklin  includes  the  towns  of  Pukekohe,
Waiuku,  Tuakau  and  this  day  has  been
expanded to cover Papakura, Clevedon, Kaiaua,
Mercer  &  Rangiriri  and  smaller  settlements  in
between. There will be an information centre in
Pukekohe where many other organizations that
do  not  have  premises  will  have  information
available.  Maps  &  district  information  also
available from our team of volunteers at this site.

Come for the day – stay for a week and enjoy all
the district has to offer. A guided historic walk on
Sunday  and  other  walks  or  self-  drive  tours
available.

It  is  100  years  since  the  Waikato  Immigration
Scheme ships arrived with settlers for our district
so  we  will  be  commemorating  this  along  with
other historical aspects.

For further information, please send an email to
Franklin@genealogy.org.nz  or  phone  Heather
Maloney  (09)2364321  or  0277235328  or  Val
Gillanders (09) 2389778.

Branch Computers and USB

Please note that no USB sticks are to be used
on the branch computers. This is to avoid risk of
virus infection and copyright infringement.
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Library Roster: December / January

Monday 10 am to 3 pm

Wednesday 12 noon to 3 pm

Saturday 10 am to 12 noon

Mon 1 Charles Le Breton / Bev Mulqueen

Wed 3 Jill Harvey

Sat 6 Mike Merrick

Mon 8 Ailsa McCrone / Syd-Cela Beale

Tues 9 Christmas Dinner
at the Fitzroy Golf Club

Wed 10 Fay Eaton

Sat 13 Karen Crowe

Library closed for Christmas/New Year

January 2015

Mon 19 Lorraine Austin / Anne Brophy

Wed 21 Jill Jackson

Sat 24 Marilyn Armistead

Mon 26 Peter Winter / Annette Larsen

Tues 27 Committee meeting 7pm

Wed 28 Judy Berntsen

Sat 31 Elly Harrison

For those new to  genealogy  and/or  want  help
knocking  down  those  brick  walls,  this  is  an
excellent  time  and  place  to  have  our  experts
help  you.   Our  helpers can show you what  is
available  in  the  library  and  how  to  go  about
finding what you are looking for.

Beginning Genealogy

There will be no beginning genealogy sessions
in December  or  January.   The next  session is
planned for February 2015.  Look for details in
the February newsletter.

For  further  information,  please  contact  Marilyn
Armitstead.

Donations

The  branch  gratefully  acknowledges  the
donation by David Broom of several CDs of UK
census records, 1841 – 1891.

Empty Printer Cartridges

Please bring your empty printer cartridges in to
the branch rooms.  These can be either ink jet or
laser  cartridges,  but  we can only  use  HP or
Canon types of cartridges.

These  will  be  recycled  to
generate some income for  the
branch.

Library News

If you have any library books or magazines out 
on loan, please return these by 13 December.

Magazines received;

Memories (Dec/Jan)

Family Tree (Dec)

Who do you think you are (Nov)

Newsletters received;

Blenheim,  Canterbury,  Hawkes  Bay,  Hutt
Valley,  Nelson,  Otaki,  Palmerston  North,
Riccarton, Stratford, Wairarapa, Wellington

Newsletter

If you have any comments or suggestions for
the newsletter, please contact Peter Hewett
at peter.hewett@gmail.com.
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