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Branch Library:  Open free to members. A small charge to visitors. Closed 15 Dec — 12 Jan.

Opening Hours: Monday: 10 am to 12:30 pm

Wednesday: 12 noon to 3 pm

Saturday: 10 am to 12 noon

Merry Christmas!

The branch committee would like to wish all
our members and their families a very Merry
Christmas and all the very best for 2020!

The branch rooms will be closed over the
Christmas / New Year period.

Last day for 2019 Saturday 14 December
First day for 2020 Monday 13 January

Next meeting: 7:30 pm Tuesday 3 Dec 2019
Christmas Meeting

The final branch meeting for 2019 is on
Tuesday 3 December. This is have a video
about local history, a fun quiz and special end
of year supper.

The video will be a showing of the recently
released RNZ video about the NZ land wars,
featuring Waitara and Waireka.

The fun quiz will be specially prepared by our
local quiz master, with a genealogy theme.

There will be a special raffle of a Christmas
hamper, so be sure to bring along your spare
change for this!

Convenor: Bruce Bellini 758 0130
Secretary: Jackie Sewell
Treasurer: Gail Tanner

Committee: Lorraine Austin
Lea Bellini
Graham Cowling
Jill Jackson
Annette Larsen
Neville Richards

New Plymouth Branch
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98a Queens Road
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Meetings: 7:30 pm, first Tuesday each month
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Last Event: Researching World War 1

Many families have old stories that have been
told and retold over the years — but are they
true? Gail Tanner has two such stories told to
her many times about relatives that fought in
WW1. At our November meeting, she explained
how she did the research to confirm these odd
sounding “facts”.

There’s no smoke without fire as they say, so
she researched available records, including the
World War One personnel files available from
Archives NZ. These old documents are full of
tiny gems of info, that together tell a larger story.

Gail also explained other information sources

that she wused, including Papers Past, the
Auckland Museum Online Cenotaph,
Commonwealth war graves, Victoria Uni

electronic text collection, the navy museum and
others.

Next Event: 4 February 2020

Our first event for 2020 will be a visit to the
Okato historical society. Details to come in the
February newsletter.
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Convenor’s Report

Hello,

Well, our Branch 50"

Anniversary weekend has

passed and what a YEARS
wonderful  weekend it 1969-2019

was, with ex-branch members from Auckland
and Wellington making the trip to be present, not
to mention the fifty or so local members and
guests who attended.

At the opening on Saturday morning, NZSG
Chair Mary Shadbolt, presented Carolene
Norgate-Crandall with the Kevin McAnulty
Award, and there is a photo and description of
Carolene’s book else were in this newsletter.

| had the pleasure of following Mary with a
potted outline of some of our branch highlights
over the last 50 years. What impressed me, as |
was looking back over the vyears, is the
enormous amount of time that our branch
members have given to complete the large
number of projects that have been done.

Our guest speaker, Jan Gow QSM, was

introduced by branch member Sharyn Guthrie
for her first presentation where Jan gave us lots
of hints on getting started with our genealogy
research.

After lunch, NZSG Chair, Mary Shadbolt gave us
an update on developments happening in the
Society, followed by Jan’s session on hints on
keeping our research data (colour coded) and
the use of Treepad software.
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At the evening dinner, Mary Shadbolt opened

the evening, after which our guest speaker Jan

Gow entertained us with her presentation on

gadgets. Heather Murdock-Hall, the earliest New

Plymouth Branch Convenor present at the

function, then cut the anniversary cake.
: % JOA Y
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There was good attendance also on Sunday at
the informal Genealogy Computer Group
meeting, where at the start | recalled the early
days of the group, before Jan Gow delved into
the depths of the internet with an in depth look at
Family Search and how to get the most out of
that free website.

Our webmaster Peter will be putting up a
selection of photographs, taken over the
weekend, on our branch website. Please check
them out.... there may even be a photograph of
you there!

Peter will also be putting a downloadable pdf
version of the 50" Anniversary booklet on our
website. That booklet contains interesting
recollections of our previous convenors and
some branch members.

Bruce Bellini
Branch Convenor
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¥ | Carolene has been

Kevin McAnulty Award

A member of our New Plymouth NZSG group,
Carolene Norgate-Crandall, recently won the
Kevin McAnulty Award for the best family history
book published in 2018 with a copy deposited in
the NZSG Library. She was presented with the
award on 23" November.

researching her family
history for thirty years, and has been fascinated
with the insights that DNA tests give regarding
ancient family history.

She had one of her brothers take a yDNA test

A | which tells the ancient history of her male line

ancestors. As a result Carolene knows when
they entered Europe tens of thousands of years
ago and where they came from. She had a
mitochondrial test taken, so knows where her
mother line ancestors came from prior to
arriving in the British Isles over 2,500 years ago.
She has also had autosomal tests taken which
tell the origins of all her ancestral lines as
revealed by DNA.

Carolene asked her brothers to have autosomal
tests taken to compare results. Her award
winning book, Norgate Family Origins, was the
result of her writing up the results for her own
family and her brothers and their descendants.

Carolene could not just give them raw results, a
combination of letters and numbers, so she
began each section by explaining the meaning
of the test involved before giving the result.

In addition to reporting ancient history Carolene
gave a comprehensive history of the Norgate
men involved right back to the beginning of the
genealogical record, and she did the same with
the mitochondrial mother line. As women’s
names change each generation, this involved
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the Harding family from Kaponga, the Harford,
Spurdle and Litherland families in New Zealand,
and several generations beyond. Following that
she reported on the family autosomal results.
Carolene also used her book as an opportunity
to include iconic family photographs for future
generations to enjoy.

Library Roster: December | January
10 am to 12:30 pm
Wednesday 12 noonto 3 pm

Monday

Saturday 10 am to 12 noon
December

Mon 2 Annette Larsen
Wed 4 Fay Eaton

Sat 7 Karen Crowe

Mon 9 Lorraine Austin
Wed 11 Sharyn Guthrie
Sat 14 Lea & Bruce Bellini
January

Mon 13 Charles Le Breton
Wed 15  Sharyn Guthrie
Sat 18 Bruce & Lea Bellini
Mon 20 Annette Larsen
Wed 22 Neville Richards
Sat 25 Marilyn Armitstead
Mon 27 Jill Jackson

Wed 29  Ailsa McCrone

Computer Group Meeting

This genealogy computer group
meeting this month was about
using DNA for genealogy.

Sharyn Guthrie gave us a
practical guide to genealogy research using
DNA. She explained some of the basics behind
DNA and showed us what tools and techniques
are available to help genealogy.

Sharyn’s list of DNA links were sent out to
branch members by email, and the main ones
have been added to our branch page of links.

genealogynp.com/links.html
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1 from another

Internet Connection

The internet connection for our branch rooms is
generously sponsored by Primowireless.

“\ PRIMO
< WIRELESS

CONNECTING TARANAKI

Please consider Primowireless for your ISP.
Ring them on 0800 123 774 or visit the website:

primowireless.co.nz

Library Opening Hours

Since we get very few visitors on Mondays, the
branch opening hours will reduce. The rooms
will be open on Wednesday and Saturdays, but
not Mondays from February 2020.

The rooms can be opened by appointment, just
contact us via any committee member, or the
branch email address.

newplymouth enealogy.org.nz

Library News
Magazines received;
Family Tree (Dec, Xmas)
Who Do You Think You Are (Nov)

Newsletters received:;

Canterbury, Feilding, Gore, Hutt Valley, Otaki,
Palmerston North, Papamoa, Riccarton, South
Waikato, Wairarapa,
If you would like an email copy of newsletters
branch, please contact Peter
Hewett. Many of the newsletters are also
available from the NZSG website.
www.genealogy.org.nz/branches--area-contacts 55

Newsletter

If you have any comments or suggestions for
the newsletter, please contact Peter Hewett
at peter.hewett@gmail.com.
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