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Merry Christmas !
The society committee would like to wish all our
members  and  their  families  a  very  Merry
Christmas and all the very best for 2024!

The  society  rooms  will  be  closed  over  the
Christmas/ New Year period.

Last day for 2023 Saturday 16 December

First day for 2024 Monday 15 January

Next meeting: 7:30pm Tuesday 5 Dec 2023

Christmas Special
Our last event for this year is an informal meeting,
with a fun genealogy quiz and Christmas supper.

Bring a plate for the shared supper.

We  will  also  be  drawing  the  raffle  for  the
Christmas hamper. This has lots of goodies and the
proceeds will support our society, so be sure to get
your tickets ($5 for 3 or $7 for 5 tickets).

https://genealogynp.com/
http://www.genealogynp.com/
mailto:newplymouth@genealogy.org.nz


Genealogy Software

Every genealogist  needs  a  good way of  recording
and  storing  all  that  information  that  we  gather.
Names,  dates,  relationships,  photos,  stories,  DNA,
sources, places and lots of other information. At our
November meeting, we talked through and showed
some of the options that are available.

There are some shared online trees that everyone can
contribute to (such as  FamilySearch and  WikiTree,
which are free).  This means that you benefit  from
the research of others, but it means there can be edits
that you don’t agree with. The tree is publicly visible
but there are some privacy features available.

You can also create your own online tree at places
such as  paid services  like  TribalPages and  WeAre
These can be done as your own tree, or you can give
others permission to view or edit.

Online  genealogy  companies  (like  Ancestry,
MyHeritage,  FindMyPast,  and  others)  which  are
more expensive and provide more features such as
historical record search, DNA analysis and others.

A factor to consider with online trees is that you are
relying on the host company. If it fails or is hacked,
your data could be lost or corrupted.

The other option is to store your genealogy data on
your  own  computer,  using  software  like  Gramps,
Legacy,  Family  Tree  Maker,  and  others.  These
systems  have  mostly  the  same  functions,  but  use
different user interfaces. Each takes a bit to learn, so
once you have figured it out, all the others look too
difficult. So usually people say that the one they use
is best (because they find it difficult to work with the
others). 

Software  companies  can  also  fail.  PAF and  TMG
were  discontinued  in  2014  and  2015  respectively,
and FTM nearly  stopped in  2015.  So consider  an
open source  option,  like  Gramps,  so  that  all  your
data is still accessible even if the software is not.

A common approach is to use more than one of the
above  approaches.  This  gives  advantages,  but  be
careful to choose one as your master tree, where you
keep the most accurate and complete data set.

Convenor’s Report

December  is  here,  Christmas  is  almost  upon  us.
We’ve  decorated  the  rooms with  Christmas  Trees,
and we are getting ready for next Tuesday night’s
meeting.  No  serious  subjects  this  time,  just  quiz
night fun and we are going to draw the Christmas
raffle, so I hope you’ve got your tickets! (I haven’t
yet….) There will be a nice supper, so bring a plate
to share.

We’ve had a busy and successful year. Our Society
is going from strength to strength. We are gaining
more new members, and the bank account is looking
good,  which  means  we  can  keep  updating  our
systems and add new research material.

The DNA lessons are proving popular too, meaning
Sharyn  is  doing  a  fabulous  job  teaching  us.
Remember if you feel you need help of any kind she
is available to help outside of the classroom and is
willing to come to you.

We close the library for a few weeks over Christmas
and New Year, the days and hours we are open in
December and January are on the front page of this
newsletter.

Each February for our first get together of the year
we generally visit a cemetery. This February we are
going  to  Waitara  Cemetery.  The  meeting  day  is
Waitangi Day, so we are making it an afternoon trip.
Come along  and  hear  some  local  history  and  see
some interesting headstones – you may even have
relatives there.

See  you  on  Tuesday  night  for  a  great  quiz  and
supper!

Gail Tanner
Society Convenor

Surplus Books

Our  group  has  some  surplus  books  –  mainly
duplicate  family  histories.  A list  of  these  surplus
books is distributed to members with this newsletter.
Have a look and if any are of interest to you, please
let  a  committee  member  know  at  the  December
meeting or e-mail me at  lilybellebellini@gmail.com
so we can arrange collection. All we ask is a gold
coin donation.

Lea Bellini
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Library News

First  we  would  like  to  say  thank  you  to  Roger
Hawkins and Peter Hewett who have donated books
to our library. The library continues to grow with the
help of donors. In addition we have just purchased
the book More sad blows than usually fall by Brian
Beer which is not only the story of the Taylers of
Eltham but also the story of how a small  town in
Taranaki  emerged  from  the  Victorian  age  and
entered the modern age.

Marilyn and I continue to work in the library each
Tuesday and have decided to tackle what we loosely
call “The Map Drawers”. We have just hopped into
drawer one. As enthusiastic genealogists do, we got
completely distracted! Drawer one consists of rolled
up family trees. We have to open each roll to make
sure the correct item is in the correct roll. Of course
we start looking at what each one is about. Complete
distraction and off to the internet! There was a hand
written colour-coded family tree on a large sheet of
paper with names and comments of descendants of
Sir  Richard  Herbert  of  Abergavenny.  (I  remember
the song Abergavenny from the 60’s so I just had to
come home and listen to it). This tree stops in 1733.
It’s just fascinating – the effort people put into doing
these  things  by  hand.  There  are  other  beautifully
penned  trees  –  one  is  the  shape  of  a  racecourse
rather that a circle. Who knows who created most of
them and there they are, hidden from sight.

We are short of a few map tubes so if anyone has
any  tubes  that  may  have  contained  calendars  or
suchlike, would you like to drop them off? The tubes
that clingwrap/ baking paper etc come with are too
small unfortunately.

We have also changed the boxes that the CD-ROMS
sit  in,  so  hopefully  they  are  easier  to  deal  with.
Some of the old boxes were a bit difficult with their
lids coming off.

Janice  continues  to  work on the  school  admission
slips and one day when they are all in order we hope
to re-label the boxes to tidy them up.

Lea Bellini

2024 Programme

The  society  committee  is  putting  together  our
meeting plan for next year. If you have any topics
you would like to suggest or request, please contact
any  committee  member,  or  send  an  email  to
newplymouthgenealogy@gmail.com .

Waitara Cemetery 2024

As usual, our first meeting of the year will be a visit
to a local cemetery. This time it is Waitara!

In 2024, the first Tuesday in February happens to be
Waitangi Day. Since this is a public holiday, we are
planning  an  afternoon  visit.  Come  along  to  hear
some local history,  and about some of the notable
people buried in this cemetery.

Our website has transcriptions of the headstones of
the Waitara cemetery.

DNA Interest Group

Our next meeting will be in February next year – 18
Feb 2024! 

Meanwhile,  over  the  break,  have  a  look  at  some
YouTube videos. These are free and if you subscribe,
you will have them listed for quick access. There are
videos to help you in all aspects of genealogy.

Another  site  is  Legacy  Webinars,  at
familytreewebinars.com.  Lots  of  these  are
completely free and when uploaded they are usually
free  for  a  week.  Immense  resource  for  you  on
genealogy,  software,  organisation,  DNA and many
other associated topics.

Have a wonderful Christmas and break. 

Sharyn Guthrie

Facebook

If you are on Facebook have a
look at our Facebook page, I try
to put up interesting pieces for
you  to  peruse.  There  are
hundreds  of  helpful  Facebook
groups for genealogy that will help you learn more.
Groups  that  are  region  based  e.g.  County  Tyrone
Ireland Genealogy, New Zealand DNA Users Group,
DNA help  for  Genealogy  (UK),  Scottish  Indexes
Group, Norfolk Family History Society – have a look
for a county or country you are researching, you just
might be surprised. 

Merry Christmas everyone, have a great break

Sharyn Guthrie
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Library Roster: December / January

Monday 10 am to 12:30 pm

Saturday 10 am to 12 noon

Sat 2 Dec Karen Crowe

Mon 4 Dec Lorraine Austin

Sat 9 Dec Sharyn Guthrie

Mon 11 Dec Peter Hewett

Sat 16 Dec Lea Bellini

Mon 15 Jan Annette Larsen

Sat 20 Jan Lea Bellini

Mon 22 Jan Graeme Jury

Sat 27 Jan Sharyn Guthrie

Mon 29 Jan Lorraine Austin

Sat 3 Feb Karen Crowe

Mon 5 Feb Charles Le Breton

RootsTech 2024

RootsTech is the largest genealogy expo in the world,
and is available free online. You can also attend in
person at Salt Lake City in USA.

Dates: 29 February to 2 March 2024

RootsTech  has  presentations  by  world  leading
genealogy  experts  and  exhibitions  by  all  the  big
genealogy  organisations  (like  FamilySearch,
Ancestry,  FindMyPast,  MyHeritage,  and  many
more).

Register now at www.rootstech.org.

Internet Connection

The  internet  connection  for  our  branch  rooms  is
generously sponsored by Primo.

Primo  has  supported  us  with  internet  connectivity
since 2017. Please consider Primo for your internet
service.  Ring them on 0800 123 774 or  visit  their
website:

primo.nz

Covid-19 Protection Framework

Covid-19  is  still  about  and  causing  illness.  Please
follow the rules and keep everyone healthy.

• Stay home if you have any symptoms (flu, dry
cough, short of breath, loss of smell, etc).

• You can wear a face mask at the society rooms.

There is more information at covid19.govt.nz.

Library News

Magazines received;

Family Tree (Dec)

Newsletters received;

Canterbury,  Hawera,  Hutt  Valley,  Kapiti,  Otaki,
Palmerston  North,  Papakura,  Porirua,  Riccarton,
Stratford, Wairarapa, Wellington, Whanganui

If you would like an email copy of newsletters from
another genealogy society or branch, please contact
Peter Hewett.

Newsletter

If you have any comments or suggestions for the
newsletter,  please  contact  Peter  Hewett  at
peter.hewett@gmail.com .
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