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Welcome to 2024!
This is our first newsletter of 2024.

We  hope  everyone  had  a  restful  time  over  the
Christmas/ New Year period, and you are ready to
make some great discoveries with your genealogy
research this year.

The committee is lining up a great programme of
events  this  year.  If  you  have  any  ideas,
suggestions or requests, please speak up. Just talk
to any committee member, or send us an email.

This is a fresh new year, with lots of opportunities
for  exciting and interesting discoveries.  Be sure
that you make the most of it!

Next meeting: 1:30pm Tuesday 6 Feb 2024

Waitara Cemetery
Our first event of the year is a visit to the Waitara
cemetery. Please note that this is in the afternoon,
starting at 1:30 pm, wet or fine.

There  are  headstone  transcriptions for  this
cemetery  on  our  society  website.  We have  over
3,400  photographs  of  headstones  in  the  Waitara
cemetery. These can be viewed on the computers
at our rooms, or you can enquire via email.

We  are  organising  some  car  pooling,  so  please
contact us if you would like a lift.
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December meeting

In  December,  our  end  of  year  event  was  a  fun
genealogy  quiz.  This  had  lots  of  questions  that
genealogists would/ should know the answers to, so
much of it was informative as well as entertaining.
There  were  lots  of  delicious  prizes  for  successful
answers.

The  raffle  for  the  Christmas  hamper  was  drawn,
followed by a Christmas supper.

What are you up to on the weekend of 17,
18, 19 May 2024!!

Come  and  join  us  with  Fiona  Brooker  from
Memories in Time.

We  have  arranged  for  Fiona  to  come  up  for  this
weekend in May to give us some talks and run a
workshop to  help  us  with  organisation.  This  is  of
both  our  physical  and  digital  files,  papers,  photos
etc. It will also include some talks on researching,
planning,  timelines  and  other  helpful  genealogy
guidance.

This  will  be  for  up  to  50  people  and  will  be  a
mixture of talks and practical. There will be a flat
fee charge of $25 for the weekend regardless of how
much or how little you attend.

Fiona  is  a  professional  genealogist  from  New
Zealand. She has been actively researching her own
family history for over 35 years and has lectured to
worldwide  audiences,  organised  and  lead  family
history conferences and expos. She has also been a
past  president  and  treasurer  for  the  New  Zealand
Society of Genealogists.

Have a look at her website,  memoriesintime.co.nz,
there is much there to see and help you.

Mark  this  weekend  on  your  calender.  We  will  be
taking bookings soon.

Convenor’s Report

Happy New Year!!

It’s already February 2024, how do the months go by
so fast? I hope you all had lovely Christmas’s and
are looking forward to a great 2024.

Our first get together this year is our yearly visit to a
cemetery.  This  time  we  are  visiting  Waitara
Cemetery. A large place with lots of history. I hope
you can join us on Waitangi day. We meet out there
at 1:30. If you would like to share a ride contact one
of the committee members and it can be arranged. 

This year we have a great line up coming for you,
our  members.  Of  course,  we  will  have  our  usual
Tuesday night meetings, with interesting topics and
or speakers. The AGM is coming up at the beginning
of May.

Also,  in  mid-May,  we  have  Fiona  Brooking  of
Memories in Time, coming to give us a weekend of
“How to organise your Genealogy”. There will  be
talks and a workshop. We’ll give more information
on this when it gets closer to the time.

Sharyn’s DNA group will be continuing, and I will
be  holding  the  Beginners  Classes  again.  We  also
plan to hold computer classes. Genealogy has really
become a computer based hobby (obsession) and it
is so much easier if you have the computer skills to
help you. We will be asking for participants to take
part soon.

Gail Tanner
Society Convenor

DNA Interest Group

I am planning on sending out a
form  requesting  information
and guidance from those  who
are on my DNA Interest Group.
If  you  do  not  usually  receive
my emails, related to our DNA
interest group meetings, and would like to be added
to it, please email me at sharyndna@gmail.com .

At this stage I am not sure what we will cover in the
next  meeting  on  Sunday,  18  February  at  13:30hrs
here  in  our  rooms.  If  you  have  any  queries  or
particular  things  you  would  like  help  on  or  more
explanation of please let me know.

See you on the 18th of Feb!

Sharyn Guthrie
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Library Floor Plan

The floor plan map of the library has been updated.

There  are  a  lot  of  books,  documents  and  other
records in our library.  These are all  cataloged and
organised, but it can still be a task to find something.

The floor plan shows where the different categories
of books and documents are kept, to make it easier
for locate items.

Check out the new floor plan when you are next at
the rooms, and please let us know if you have any
questions or suggestions on this.

Papers Past

The  team  at  the  National  Library  is  continually
adding to the digitised newspapers at Papers Past.

The  following  newspapers  were  added  in  January
2024.

• Dominion, 1935 – 1945

• Southland Times, 1937 – 1945

It is a good idea to check back with Papers Past from
time  to  time.  The  recent  additions  may  include
something useful for your family history research.

Facebook

Our  membership  of  our
Facebook  group  continues  to
steadily grow. It has been great
to  see  different  people  posting
questions  and  others  helping
them  with  these.  This  is  the  whole  point  of  the
Facebook group to interact with other people about
Genealogy. If you’ve searched for a record and can’t
find it,  or  have a document you can’t  read,  post  a
query  about  it  and  you  might  be  surprised  at  the
answers you get.

Sharyn Guthrie

NZSG Online DNA Interest Group

Are you a member of the New Zealand Society of
Genealogists  (NZSG)?  They  have  many  helpful
resources on their website not only related to New
Zealand.  There  are  also  several  special  interest
groups.

One  of  these  is  the  NZSG  Online  DNA Interest
Group and I am on the planning committee for this.
This  has  just  started  up  last  year  and  is  free  to
members  of  the  NZSG.  We  run  monthly
presentations as well as have provided multiple DNA
resources  through Google  classrooms that  you can
access. There is a lot of work involved and we are
planning on extending these services as soon as we
are able.

Membership  to  NZSG  is  $112  per  annum  for  an
individual and $150 for joint membership. 

Website is genealogy.org.nz 

Have a look, you might be surprised at what they are
offering you as an individual to help you with your
research.

Sharyn Guthrie

2024 Programme

The  society  committee  is  putting  together  our
meeting plan for this year.  If  you have any topics
you would like to suggest or request, please contact
any  committee  member,  or  send  an  email  to
newplymouthgenealogy@gmail.com .
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Library Roster: February

Monday 10 am to 12:30 pm

Saturday 10 am to 12 noon

Sat 3 Feb Karen Crowe

Mon 5 Feb Charles Le Breton

Sat 10 Feb Graeme Jury

Mon 12 Feb Annette Larsen

Sat 17 Feb Lea Bellini

Mon 19 Feb Lorraine Austin

Sat 24 Feb Sharyn Guthrie

Mon 26 Feb Peter Hewett

Sat 2 Mar Karen Crowe

Mon 4 Mar Charles Le Breton

Caring for Your Old Photographs

Learn how to properly preserve and care for your old
photographs.  Taranaki  Community  Education  is
running a workshop on Saturday 10 February. This
will be presented by Puke Ariki specialists Susanne
Rawson and Chanelle Carrick.

The cost is $40. Time is 1 to 4pm.

Register at taranakicommunityeducation.org.nz .

Internet Connection

The  internet  connection  for  our  branch  rooms  is
generously sponsored by Primo.

Primo  has  supported  us  with  internet  connectivity
since 2017. Please consider Primo for your internet
service.  Ring them on 0800 123 774 or  visit  their
website:

primo.nz

Covid-19 Protection Framework

Covid-19  is  still  about  and  causing  illness.  Please
follow the rules and keep everyone healthy.

• Stay home if you have any symptoms (flu, dry
cough, short of breath, loss of smell, etc).

• You can wear a face mask at the society rooms.

There is more information at covid19.govt.nz.

Library News

Magazines received;

Family Tree (Jan, Feb)

Who Do You Think You Are (Aug,
Sep, Nov, Dec)

Newsletters received;

Dunedin,  Hawke’s  Bay,  Hutt  Valley,  Kapiti,
Papakura,  Porirua,  South  Canterbury,  Southland,
South Waikato, Wairarapa, Whanganui

If you would like an email copy of newsletters from
another genealogy society or branch, please contact
Peter Hewett.

Newsletter

If you have any comments or suggestions for the
newsletter,  please  contact  Peter  Hewett  at
peter.hewett@gmail.com .
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